
A SNEAK PEEK

In Chapter 3 you will discover why taking part in a competition 
can make you strive towards an improbable goal. Rahul Narayan, 
founder of TeamIndus, spent many years trying to win a Google!X 
prize. For him, pursuing a dream was like falling in love. It is 
difficult to explain and only you know the reason you are doing 
it. Rahul’s team failed to win the prize, but his story inspired two 
college students to launch satellites to map India’s surface. Their 
company has been funded by Google and supported by NASA 
and India’s space agency.

In 2009, DARPA* announced a Red Balloon Challenge. The 
first team to find ten large weather balloons that were hidden all 
over the US, would win a prize of $40,000. It took nine hours for 
a team from MIT to locate the balloons. How do you think they 
did it? It was not technology but just thinking simply that helped 
them win the prize.

* Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency.



